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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Stone  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  herewith  my  Annual  Report  for  1949. 

I  assumed  the  appointment  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Stone  Urban  District,  on  the  1st  April,  1949,  in  the  place  of 
Dr.  Clifford  Arthur,  who  had  held  the  office  through  so  many 
difficult  years.  Dr.  Arthur  has  very  kindly  agreed  to  carry  on  as 
my  deputy. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  Surveyor 
and  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the 
clerical  staff  of  the  Department  for  all  their  hard  work  and  valuable 
assistance  throughout  the  year. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council,  the 
Clerk  and  other  officials,  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  the  Health  Visitor  and  all  others  for 
their  kind  co-operation  and  help  during  the  year. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  G.  MURRAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICIALS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

R.  G.  Murray,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

C.  Arthur,  B.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch. 

Sanitary  Inspector — 

G.  A.  Graves,  M.I.Mun.E.,  M.R.San.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector — 

B.  J.  Palmer,  A.R.San.I. 


A.  GENERAL  STATISTICS  AND  CONDITIONS  IN  THE 


AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  .  1,605 

Population  (General  Register  Office)  .  8,130 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  2,650 

Rateable  Value  . £41,965 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  .  £162 


Industries. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Factories  Pottery  Factory 

Breweries  Tile  Factory 

Glass  Works  Farms. 

General. 

The  number  of  births  was  greater  than  last  year  and  so  was 
the  number  of  deaths,  giving  higher  birth  and  death  rates.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  rose 
during  1949  while  the  birth  rate  fell. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  for  Stone  was  below  that  for  England 
and  Wales.  Of  the  common  notifiable  infectious  diseases  there 
were  fewer  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles  and  Chicken 
Pox,  and  a  slight  increase  in  Whooping  Cough  as  compared  with 
1948.  No  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Poliomyelitis  were  notified. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  situation  regarding  Tuberculosis  cannot  be  looked  upon 
as  entirely  satisfactory.  The  notifications,  16,  were  the  highest 
received  since  1936,  although  in  such  a  small  population  too  much 
significance  should  not  be  attached  to  this  figure. 
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The  increase  in  notifications  no  doubt  reflects  the  general 
increase  which  appears  to  be  going  on  throughout  the  country, 
chief  contributory  factors  to  which  seem  to  be  unsatisfactory 
housing  conditions  and  lack  of  institutional  facilities  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  active  cases. 

A  further  factor  in  this  increased  number  of  notifications  was 
no  doubt  the  increasing  liaison  and  co-operation  between  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer,  the  general  practitioners,  and  this  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  the  more  thorough  hunting  out  of  contacts  which  has 
been  going  on. 

Every  effort  was  made  by  me  and  my  Staff  to  help  wherever 
assistance  could  be  of  value.  The  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  for 
Stone  Urban  District  appears  to  be  much  the  same  as  that  for  the 
country  generally. 

A  comb-out  of  the  Tuberculosis  Register  has  resulted  in  there 
being  65  names  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1949,  compared  with 
93  at  the  end  of  1948. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

No  action  was  taken  during  1949  under  Section  47  of  this  Act. 


Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 


(a)  Total  number  of  outbreaks 

(b)  Number  of  cases 

(c)  Number  of  deaths 

(d)  Organism  responsible 

(e)  Food  involved  not  found. 


1 

1 

0 

Salmonella  typhi  murium. 


Clean  Food  Campaign. 

Inspections  of  all  food  shops  were  carried  out  and  a  survey 
of  all  catering  establishments  was  embarked  upon.  In  all  cases 
where  defects  were  noted  improvements  were  effected  without 
recourse  to  formal  action.  The  standard  generally  was  good  and 
the  persons  concerned  co-operative  and  anxious  to  improve  the 
hygiene  of  their  premises. 

Regular  sampling  of  ice  cream  was  instituted  and  following  up 
unsatisfactory  samples  led  to  improvement  in  the  standard. 

In  December,  1949,  Byelaws  relating  to  the  Handling,  Wrap¬ 
ping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  the  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air 
were  approved  by  the  Council  pending  confirmation  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food. 
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B.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 
THE  AREA. 

General  Practice  and  Domiciliary  Nursing. 

Stone  is  excellently  served  by  four  general  medical  practitioners, 
two  District  Nurse-Midwives  and  two  Midwives  in  private  practice. 

Hospital  Services. 

A  full  range  of  hospital  services  is  available  at  Stafford  and 
Stoke-on-Trent.  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  may  be  admitted  to 
Moxley  Isolation  Hospital,  near  Wednesbury,  or  to  Bucknall 
Isolation  Hospital,  Stoke-on-Trent. 

Trent  House  Hospital,  Stone,  is  available  for  chronic  cases. 

School  Clinics  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

These  services  are  run  by  the  County  Council. 

The  School  Clinic  is  held  at  St.  Michael’s  Hall  every  Thursday 
morning. 

Two  Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  held  within  the  Urban 
District,  one  at  Walton  Community  Centre  every  Wednesday 
afternoon,  and  one  at  St.  Michael’s  Hall  every  Thursday  afternoon. 

A  School  Dental  Clinic  is  situated  at  the  Kitchener  Institute. 

Ambulance  Service. 

A  sixteen  hours  a  day  service  is  provided  by  the  County 
Council  from  an  ambulance  station  in  Stone.  Efforts  are  being 
made  by  the  Urban  District  Council  to  secure  a  twenty-four  hour 
service. 

Tuberculosis  Service. 

A  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  held  every  Wednesday  morning 
at  the  Town  Hall. 


Laboratory  Service. 

A  comprehensive  laboratory  service  is  available  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Stafford. 

Mortuary. 

The  mortuary  at  Trent  House  Hospital  is  available  when 
required. 

Health  Visiting. 

A  full  time  Health  Visitor  is  employed  within  the  Urban 
District,  by  the  County  Council. 


4 


C.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


These  statistics  give  particulars  of  the  births  and  deaths  in 
the  district,  and  show  various  ‘  rates,’  which  are  compared,  where 
possible,  with  those  for  England  and  Wales.  A  complete  list  of 
the  causes  of  death  will  be  found  in  Table  No.  7  at  the  end  of  the 
report.  It  must  be  realised  that  the  numbers  concerned  are  small, 
and  that  the  ‘  rate  ’  calculated  from  them  must  not  be  relied  upon 
as  a  basis  for  conclusions  about  conditions  in  the  area. 


Table  No.  1. 

Live  Births. 

Still  Births. 

Deaths 

of  infants  under 

1  year  of  age. 

Male 

Female  Male  Female 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

69 

64 

4  — 

3 

— 

Illegitimate 

6 

2 

—  — 

1 

— 

75 

66 

4  — 

4 

__ __ 

Table  No.  2.  Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


Deaths  in 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Live  and 
Still  Births. 

Stone  U.D. 

Stone  U.D. 

England  and  Wales. 

Puerperal  Infections 

0.00 

0.00 

0.11 

Other  Maternal  causes 

1. 

6.9 

0.71 

1. 

6.9 

0.82 

Table  No.  3.  Birth  and  Death  Rates. 

Stone  Urban 
District. 


Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  .  18.32 

Still  births  per  1,000  population  .  0.49 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  13.03 

Corrected  .  12.9 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per 

1,000  live  births  .  28.36 


England  and 
Wales. 

16.7 
0.39 

11.7 
32.0 
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Table  No.  4. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Under 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

40 

Total.  Deaths 

1 

4- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

+ 

+ 

Small  Pox 

- _ 

- _ 

_ _ 

_ . 

_ 

_ _ 

_ _ 

_ - 

_ 

— 

— — 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

- - 

— 

1 

1 

2 

8 

1 

— 

- • 

— • 

— • 

13 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— 

— ■ 

— ■ 

Nil 

Nil 

Enteric,  including 

Paratyphoid  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

■ — • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— • 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — ■ 

— - 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— ■ 

— 

— ■ 

1 

— 

— 

4 

8 

3 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

7 

Nil 

Measles  . 

— . 

— 

4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

4 

2 

5 

5 

8 

2 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

29 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning  . 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Nil 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- ■ 

— — 

Nil 

Nil 

Table  No.  5. 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1949. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Age 

Pulmonary. 

Non- Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Periods. 
0—  4 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

5—  9 
10—19 

— 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—34 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

, 

_ 

35—49 

3 

2 

- - 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

504-  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis — Stone  U.D.,  0.49  ;  England  and  Wales,  0.45 
per  1,000. 


Table  No.  6. 

Number  of  Cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  for  the 
District  at  the  end  of  the  last  three  years. 

Pulmonary.  Non- Pulmonary. 


Year  Male  Female  Male  Female  Total 

1947  .  25  29  16  20  90 

1948  .  27  29  16  21  93 

1949  .  20  20  10  15  65 


Yarnfield  Isolation  Hospital. 

Yarnfield  Isolation  Hospital  was  closed  in  December,  1948, 
as  an  Isolation  Hospital,  and  now  cases  of  infectious  disease  from 
this  District  are  sent  either  to  Moxley  or  Bucknall  Isolation 
Hospitals. 
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Table  No.  7. 


Causes  of  Death 

In  Stone  Urban  District  in  1949 

Classified  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s  Short  List  of  Causes. 

Causes  of  Death.  Male  Female 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers .  —  — 

2.  Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  .  —  — 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  .  —  — 

4.  Whooping  Cough  .  —  — 

5.  Diphtheria  .  —  — 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  .  3  1 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  .  —  — 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases  .  2  1 

9.  Influenza  .  2  4 

10.  Measles  .  —  — 

1 1 .  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis  .  —  — 

12.  Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis  .  —  — 

13.  Cancer  of  the  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus(m)  uterus  (f)  —  — 

14.  Cancer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum  .  2  1 

15.  Cancer  of  the  breast  .  —  1 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  3  6 

17.  Diabetes  .  —  2 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  .  2  6 

19.  Heart  Diseases  .  13  21 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  .  1  1 

21.  Bronchitis  .  5  2 

22.  Pneumonia  .  1  2 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  .  —  — 

24.  Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum  .  —  — 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  .  1  — 

26.  Appendicitis  —  — 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  .  —  — 

28.  Nephritis  .  1  1 

29.  Puerperal  and  post  abortion  sepsis  .  —  — 

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes  .  —  1 

31.  Premature  Birth  .  —  2 

32.  Congenital  Mal-formation  birth  injury,  infant  disease  1  — 

33.  Suicide  .  —  — 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accident  .  2  1 

35.  Other  violent  causes  .  —  1 

36.  All  other  causes  7  6 

48  58 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


1.  — Water  Supplies. 

No  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  during  the  last  twelve 
months.  Consumption  figures  increased  to  a  maximum  of  14,027,750 
gallons  per  month,  the  average  daily  consumption  figure  being 
338,512  gallons,  giving  a  total  of  111,163,750  gallons  over  the 
year. 

During  1949,  24  samples  were  taken ;  22  submitted  for 
bacteriological  analysis  and  2  for  chemical.  The  results  were 
satisfactory,  indicating  a  pure  but  somewhat  hard  water. 

Two  complaints  were  received  regarding  a  brown  contamina¬ 
tion  of  the  water,  and  in  both  cases  samples  were  taken  and  the 
iron  content  was  normal.  As  both  samples  were  taken  during  the 
hot,  dry  spell  it  was  concluded  that  the  discolouration  was  caused 
through  fluctuating  flows  during  the  hot  spell. 

Two  schemes  were  prepared  to  increase  the  yield  of  water, 
and  to  provide  adequate  stand-by  plant.  Finally  an  amended 
proposal  for  the  provision  of  a  new  submersible  pump  to  replace 
the  existing  steam  plant  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
but  owing  to  the  impending  transfer  to  the  Staffordshire  Potteries 
Water  Board  of  the  Undertaking  the  work  was  not  commenced. 

A  new  pump  barrel  for  the  high  lift  pump  was  provided  at  a 
cost  of  £105  10s. 

New  Supplies. 

During  1949  an  additional  86  new  houses  and  4  miscellaneous 
premises  were  connected  to  the  mains. 

Section  30,  Water  Act,  1945. 

Water  was  taken  into  five  houses  over  a  sink  inside  the  house 
in  accordance  with  the  above  Act. 

There  are  now  33  houses  known  to  be  without  water  inside 
the  house. 

2.  — Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  disposal  works  continues  to  operate  efficiently,  as  indi¬ 
cated  by  the  satisfactory  effluents,  notwithstanding  that  the  filters 
are  dealing  with  a  greatly  increased  dosing  over  the  original  design 
figure. 

It  will  be  necessary,  as  more  houses  are  erected,  to  provide  for 
additional  filter  beds.  The  top  layer  of  filter  media  is  to  be  replaced 
to  avoid  ponding  and  so  improve  their  efficiency. 

One  sludge  digestion  tank  has  now  been  in  operation  for 
nearly  two  years  and  has  proved  to  be  very  successful,  and  so 
partly  overcome  the  sludge  problem. 
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Improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  the  pumping  station. 
Considerable  areas,  including  banks,  have  been  levelled  and 
seeded,  so  facilitating  the  speedy  cutting  of  grass  and  maintenance 
of  the  works. 

The  total  quantity  of  sewage  treated  during  the  year  amounted 
to  122,844,000  gallons.  Large  unrecorded  quantities  of  sewage  in 
storm  time  were  passed  through  the  storm  tanks. 

The  rainfall  recorded  at  the  Sewage  Works  for  the  year  was 
23.73in.  There  were  203  rainless  days. 

3.  — Public  Cleansing. 

A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  takes  place  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  Urban  District,  and  the  refuse  collected  is  discharged  at 
the  Council’s  controlled  tip  at  Stafford  Street.  Almost  without 
exception  the  refuse  is  stored  at  the  householders’  premises  in 
galvanised  bins,  complete  with  lid,  thus  entailing  storage  free  from 
smells,  also  easy  and  quick  handling  for  the  Council’s  collectors. 

Special  collections  are  made  for  non-domestic  refuse  and  a 
charge  of  6d.  per  bin  is  made  or  a  nominal  charge  of  5/-  per  load 
in  the  case  of  full  lorry  loads. 

Traders  who  undertake  to  dispose  of  their  refuse  are  charged 
1/-  per  load  for  the  use  of  the  tip. 

The  controlled  tip  at  Stafford  Street  is  gradually  raising  the 
level  of  that  area,  a  large  part  of  which  is  now  being  levelled  off 
and  covered  with  a  good  layer  of  top  soil,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
area  may  be  put  to  some  recreational  use  in  the  near  future. 

4.  — Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  now  only  21  pail  closets  and  20  Septic  Tanks  or 
Cesspools  in  the  Urban  District.  Of  these  27  are  below  the  level 
able  to  be  served  by  the  sewer,  and  therefore  there  is  very  little 
chance  of  dispensing  with  the  necessity  for  night  soil  collection  at 
present. 

Two  antiquated  lavatories  were  noted  and  these  are  now  in 
the  builders’  hands  for  conversion  into  conventional  W.C.’s. 

5.  — Salvage. 

The  collection  of  salvage  has  continued  through  the  year,  but 
there  has  been  a  fall  in  the  quantity  of  paper  collected.  In  sympathy 
with  this  the  receipts  for  1949  fell  to  £246  3s.  Od.  as  compared 
with  £485  Is.  8d.  for  1948.  The  reduction  in  sales  is  accounted 
for  by  a  reduction  in  collection,  but  more  particularly  to  the  falling 
price  of  baled  mixed  paper  which  stood  at  £6  7s.  6d.  per  ton, 
declining  to  £2  per  ton  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  was  very  noticeable  that  when  the  price  control  was  removed 
and  also  propaganda  relaxed,  separation  of  paper  by  the  house- 
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holder  ceased  to  be  a  matter  of  importance,  and  most  of  the  paper 
which  we  previously  collected  separately  appeared  in  the  dust  bins. 
This  is  rather  an  unfortunate  state  of  affairs,  firstly  because  paper 
is  still  a  valuable  raw  material,  and  secondly,  the  collection  and 
sale  of  clean  waste  paper  is  a  source  of  revenue  which  should  not, 
in  my  opinion,  be  ignored. 

6. — Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  inspections  made  during 
the  year  under  the  authority  of  the  various  statutory  powers. 


Dwelling  Houses  63S 

Land  Charges  .  35 

Housing  Applications  .  302 

Water  Supply  .  27 

Drainage  351 

Piggeries  (or  other  animal 

keeping)  .  35 

Refuse  Collection  and 

Disposal  .  264 

Nightsoil  Collection  .  14 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  92 

Factories  and  Workshops  67 

Rats  and  Mice  .  11 

Outworkers  .  10 

Miscellaneous  .  72 

Slaughterhouses  400 

Meat  Shops  .  12 

Other  Food  Shops  .  66 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  4 

Ice  Cream  Vendors  .  75 

Bakehouses  .  6 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  1 1 

Cowsheds  .  13 

Dairies  .  20 

Infectious  Disease  In¬ 
vestigations  .  14 

Verminous  Premises  .  7 

Verminous  Persons  .  1 


Notices  Served.  Notices  Complied  with 


Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

62 

— 

45 

— 

8 

— 

7 

— 

5 

— 

5 

1 

54 

43 

3 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

_  _  — 

8 

1 

1 

2 

— 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2,547  148  —  112 


7.— Shops  Acts,  1912—1938. 

Mr.  W.  Tams,  the  Shops  Act  Inspector,  made  92  visits  to 
traders  during  the  period. 

14  cases  were  noted  in  which  the  trader  was  not  displaying  the 
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requisite  notices  under  the  above  Acts.  In  all  cases  informal  action 
was  taken  and  all  cases  remedied. 

Two  cases  of  inadequate  sanitary  accommodation  were  noted 
and  in  both  cases  work  is  in  hand  for  the  rectification  of  same. 

Generally,  in  all  cases  under  the  above  Acts  traders  were  both 
helpful  and  co-operative. 

8.  — Shops  Inspection. — Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

All  retail  food  shops  and  stores  in  the  Urban  District  were 
inspected  and  with  few  exceptions  the  standard  was  very  good. 

Eight  informal  notices  were  served,  4  having  been  complied 
with  and  the  remainder  are  in  the  hands  of  the  local  builders. 

The  distribution  of  food  is  at  present  receiving  wide  public 
attention  and  generally  shopkeepers  were  very  helpful  and  co-opera¬ 
tive  in  securing  a  clean  and  hygienic  distribution  of  their  goods. 

The  notices  referred  to  above  required  certain  structural 
repairs  and  also  redecoration  of  premises  to  be  carried  out  so  as 
to  facilitate  the  proper  cleansing  of  walls,  floors  and  fittings. 
Management  and  employees  were  also  urged  to  observe  personal 
cleanliness,  and  to  ensure  that  this  aspect  of  hygienic  distribution 
of  food — particularly  perishable  goods — could  be  practised,  an 
adequate  supply  of  hot  water  and  hand  towels  were  provided. 

With  the  introduction  of  food  byelaws  a  more  rigid  control 
of  the  hygienic  sale  and  distribution  of  food  may  be  achieved.  In 
this  direction  fishmongers’  and  butchers’  shops  suffer  the  greatest 
danger  to  pollution  from  external  sources,  due  firstly  to  the  nature 
of  the  food,  and  to  the  method  employed  to  display  the  food.  All 
such  shops  should  have  proper  windows  to  avoid  dust  and  flies 
having  direct  access  from  the  pavements.  The  handling  and 
distribution  of  greengrocery  also  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

9.  — Camping  Sites. 

One  camping  site  was  in  use  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  which 
became  filthy  and  caused  a  nuisance  by  smell,  due  to  the  absence 
of  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  and  water  supply.  An  air 
raid  shelter  on  the  field  became  very  soiled  and  fouled  ;  the  owner 
was  thus  instructed  to  abate  the  nuisance,  whereupon  the  site  was 
cleared  and  has  now  been  closed  down. 

Three  cases  occurred  during  the  year  of  caravans  being  parked 
on  unlicensed  sites,  but  all  these  were  cleared  without  resource  to 
Statutory  Action. 

One  application  was  received  for  a  licence  to  station  a  caravan 
on  land  within  the  district,  which  was  refused.  Another  application 
to  licence  a  site  was  similarly  rejected  as  no  suitable  provision  had 
been  made  for  the  supply  of  water  or  adequate  drainage. 
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10.  — Smoke  Abatement. 

Complaints  were  received  in  connection  with  smoke  nuisance 
from  two  factories.  Informal  action  was  taken  with  the  result  that 
it  was  found  that  one  factory  was  having  alterations  made  to  their 
plant  in  order  to  improve  it,  and  thus  cause  less  smoke  ;  this  work 
has  not  yet  been  completed. 

In  the  case  of  the  other  factory  extensive  reconstruction  work 
is  planned  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  secure  abatement  of  the  nuisance. 

In  addition  to  atmospheric  pollution  from  industrial  sources, 
considerable  pollution  is  caused  by  domestic  chimneys,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  with  the  introduction  of  improved  types  of  solid  fuel 
stoves  now  being  installed  in  new  houses,  smoke  nuisance  from  this 
cause  will  be  reduced. 

11.  — Verminous  Premises. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  over  the  year  under  review  no  cases 
occurred  of  serious  infestation  by  bugs,  fleas  or  other  vermin 
within  the  district,  and  of  all  the  houses  visited,  with  perhaps  the 
exception  of  one  or  two,  the  standard  of  cleanliness  was  very 
satisfactory,  which  reflects  great  credit  on  the  people  generally  and 
particularly  on  those  in  the  older  houses. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

12.  — Milk  Supply. 

There  are  10  dairy  farms  and  6  dairies  within  the  district. 
13  visits  were  made  to  the  farms  and  20  visits  to  the  dairies. 

One  retailer  applied  for  a  licence  to  retail  pasteurised  milk, 
which  was  granted  after  certain  work  was  carried  out  at  the  dairy. 

On  October  1st,  the  responsibility  for  supervision  of  cowsheds 
and  dairies  on  farms  passed  out  of  the  control  of  local  authorities 
and  became  vested  in  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
The  local  authority  remained  responsible  for  four  of  their  previous 
six  dairies  and  still  have  responsibility  to  ensure  that  the  final 
distribution  is  carried  out  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory  way. 

New  regulations  also  came  into  force  on  the  1st  October  for 
limiting  the  life  of  the  designation  ‘  Accredited  Milk  ’  to  October, 
1954 — limiting  the  use  of  the  designation  of  ‘  Tuberculin  Tested  ’ 
only  to  attested  herds  after  October  1st,  1957 — and  authorising 
the  use  of  the  title  4  Sterilised  5  in  connection  with  heat  treatment 
milk. 

One  regrettable  omission  from  the  new  Regulations  seems  to 
be  that  of  not  making  bottling  of  milk  obligatory,  so  avoiding  the 
dipping  procedure  which  is  carried  out  to  a  large  extent  in  the 
area.  It  seems,  however,  that  the  ultimate  bottling  of  all  milk  is 
in  sight  when  areas  are  defined  by  the  Minister  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Act,  1949. 
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The  general  trend  of  events  in  this  complicated  food  seems  to 
be  that  in  the  end  there  will  be  two  designations,  Tuberculin 
Tested  (Pasteurised)  and  Pasteurised,  and  presumably  ultimately 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised). 

The  general  standard  of  dairies  is  very  good  and  no  notices 
were  served  during  the  year  for  dirty  premises. 

13. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  1949. 

1. — ( a )  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  257 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  above 

purpose  638 

2.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  2 

3.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  .  84 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notice. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  .  70 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

Authority  was  given  by  the  Council  for  Statutory  Notices 
to  be  served  in  five  cases,  but  it  was  found  to  be  unnecessary 
to  serve  them.  The  practice  has  been  to  issue  a  final  warning, 
informing  of  the  authority  for  Statutory  Action,  and  in  all 
cases  this  warning  had  a  favourable  result. 

Two  individual  unfit  houses  were  demolished  during  the 


year  as  a  result  of  informal  action. 

Total  number  of  houses  on  which  either  some 

repairs  or  improvement  work  was  carried  out  108 

Total  number  of  premises  other  than  dwelling 
houses  on  which  either  some  repair  or  improve¬ 
ment  work  was  carried  out  (including  shops, 
factories  and  public  houses)  .  36 


It  is  intended  in  the  current  year  to  instigate  a  comprehensive 
housing  survey  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  all  houses  in  the 
Urban  area.  We  will  then  be  in  a  favourable  position  to  estimate 
accurately  the  probable  number  of  houses  required  to  replace 
sub-standard  houses. 
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A  considerable  amount  of  improvement  will  have  to  be  under¬ 
taken  by  individual  landlords  to  bring  their  houses  up  to  present 
day  housing  standards  by  the  provision  of  proper  hot  water  in¬ 
stallations,  baths,  adequate  food  stores  and  other  general  repairs. 


Housing. 

14. — Table  No.  1. 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 


(i)  by  local  authority  57 

(ii)  by  other  local  authorities  Nil 

(iii)  by  private  enterprise  4 

(iv)  by  Ministry  of  Supply  .  18 


Total  .  79 


Table  No.  2. 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  on  December  31st, 


1949,  built  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

During  the  year  1919-1920  35 

1920-1924  136 

1924-1931  42 

1931-1935  20 

1935- 1936  — 

1936- 1937  44 

1937- 1940  44 

1947- 1948  24 

1948- 1949  72 

1949- 1950  57 


Total  .  474 


15. — Ice  Cream. 

Sampling  of  this  food  was  carried  out  in  the  district  com¬ 
mencing  during  the  month  of  August.  A  total  of  41  samples  were 
taken — 32  for  bacteriological  purposes  and  9  for  chemical  analysis. 
The  results  are  tabulated  below. 

There  are  twelve  retailers  of  ice  cream  in  the  district,  only 
two  of  which  retail  loose  ice  cream,  the  remainder  selling  pre¬ 
packed.  Four  new  applications  for  a  licence  were  received  during 
the  year,  1  being  refused,  1  being  refused  for  ‘  loose,’  and  two 
being  granted  for  pre-packed.  The  one  refused  for  loose  was  later 
granted  for  pre-packed. 

To  ensure  hygienic  distribution  of  ice  cream  a  standard  was 
adopted  that  in  shops  where  greengrocery  and  dirty  goods  were 
sold  that  the  ice  cream  to  be  sold  must  be  pre-packed. 
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Bacteriological  Samples. 

Grade  1.  Grade  2. 

15  13 


Grade  3. 

1 


Grade  4. 
3 


In  the  cases  of  Grade  3  and  4  action  was  taken  at  both  the 
retail  end  and  by  another  authority  at  the  manufacturing  end  with 
satisfactory  results. 


Chemical  Analysis. 

With  fat  content  over  9% 


>5  5J 

>>  J5 

J>  >> 


» 

>5 


8°/ 
»  °  /o 

„  7% 

„  6% 


1 

3 

3 

2 


All  ice  cream  sold  was  sold  in  accordance  with  the  Ice  Cream 
(Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947  and  1948. 


16. — Bread  Delivery. 

This  item  of  food  received  some  attention  during  the  year 
when  it  was  discovered  that  potatoes  and  bread  were  being  trans¬ 
ported  together  in  no  clean  manner,  and  that  bread  was  being 
delivered  by  hand  and  not  by  basket.  Informal  action  was  taken, 
and  at  the  same  time  all  bakers  delivering  within  the  Urban  District 
were  circulated,  stressing  the  need  for  clean  delivery  of  bread.  This 
notice  was  well  received,  and  letters  were  received  asking  for  more 
copies  in  order  that  the  notice  might  be  brought  to  all  roundsmen’s 
notice.  It  has  since  been  observed  that  bread  is  being  delivered 
in  the  manner  pressed  for  in  the  notice. 

The  improvements  obtained  in  the  distribution  of  bread  as 
indicated  above  are  sometimes  very  quickly  cancelled  out  by  the 
practice  of  some  housewives,  who,  when  absent  from  home,  leave 
notes  for  bread  to  be  left  in  various  odd  places,  and  it  is  not  unusual 
for  it  to  be  left  in  the  outside  W.C.  or  on  the  door  step,  and  not 
protected  in  a  suitable  bin. 


17. — Meat  Inspection. 

There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  use  in  the  district  and  this  is 
controlled  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  All  animals  are  killed  here 
and  the  meat  is  distributed  to  the  Stone  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 
All  animals  slaughtered  were  inspected  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
though  inspection  and  slaughtering  facilities  leave  much  to  be 
desired. 

All  meat  retail  and  preparation  rooms  were  inspected  and  the 
standard  is  very  good. 
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17.  Meat  Inspection  (contd.) 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Number  killed 
,,  inspected 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

813 

813 

513 

513 

3,010 

3,010 

139 

139 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned  . 

5 

155 

21 

23 

94 

9 

17 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than  T.B.  . 

19.68 

4.09 

3.89 

18.7 

T.B.  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

11 

— 

— 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned  . 

207 

— 

— 

19 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  T.B.  . 

19.0 

— 

— 

15.1 

18. — Anthrax  Order,  1928. 

During  the  year  one  case  of  suspected  Anthrax  in  cattle  was 
notified  but  was  not  confirmed. 


Number  on 
Register. 


47 


Factories  Act,  1937. 

Number  of  Inspections. 

Inspections.  Written  Notices.  Prosecutions. 
67  3  Nil. 


Defects  found : — 

Particulars.  Found 

Want  of  Cleanliness  1 

Inadequate  Ventilation  .  1 

Sanitary  Conveniences  Insufficient  1 


Remedied . 

1 
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